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Addressing the air pollution urgency
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Opinion Plus
LPG can be the alternative energy solution Europe needs to reduce emissions, argues Samuel
Maubanc.
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Europe's industrial and political leaders are coming together at the second Clean Air Forum in
Bratislava this week.
The new European Commission, led by President Ursula von der Leyen, has stated that a zeropollution strategy will be an integral part of its ambitious European Green Deal.
Therefore, I think we can all agree that there is no better time than now to discuss the pressing issue
of air quality.
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In the EU alone, air pollution causes 400,000 premature deaths and results in billions of euros in
health-related costs.
This means that about 2,000 people will die from air pollution between the start of the conference and
its conclusion.
The World Health Organisation has rightly labelled air quality as the biggest environmental health risk
in Europe, but this sense of urgency still has to be properly translated into EU policy.
Public awareness of air pollution from transport has grown a lot, especially since the Dieselgate
scandal, and so new vehicles are indeed becoming cleaner and cleaner.
However, bearing in mind that the average age of vehicles in the EU keeps increasing, it is clear that
the EU also needs to do something to quickly curb pollutant emissions from the existing fleet.
There are 250 million cars in Europe today, and they will not be replaced by new cleaner models
overnight.
“An important lesson here should be that climate policies and air quality need to
complement each other, not create contradictions”
The retrofit of existing vehicles offers a huge potential for saving emissions, either through fuelswitching, e.g. to Autogas (LPG for transport) or other alternative fuels, or through upgrading its
exhaust treatment.
Cleaner than conventional fuels, LPG under real-driving conditions results in savings of up to 90
percent of the particulate number (PN) compared to gasoline, and up to 98 percent of nitrogen oxide
(NOx) compared to diesel. Can the EU really afford to not tap into that potential now?
Heating is another major source of air pollution. While poor air quality is often associated with cities,
pollutant emissions from heating are also problematic in rural areas.
Where the gas grid or district heating are not available, communities and businesses often rely on
high-emission fuels.
The heating needs of citizens outside the gas grid in countries like Germany, Belgium or Poland are
largely met with heating oil and coal, together representing up to 70 percent of the energy mix.
Meanwhile, other available solutions like LPG produce less greenhouse gases and PM/black carbon.
On top of this, climate policies have also resulted in a new rapid uptake of firewood.

This has dramatically increased air pollutant emissions, with some Member States seeing up to 50
percent of their total particulate emissions coming from wood-burning for heating.
An important lesson here should be that climate policies and air quality need to complement each
other, not create contradictions.
What could the EU Zero Pollution Strategy do about it? First, the EU needs to step up its ambition.
The WHO has already set guideline emission limits, but the EU is lagging behind. This needs to be
better addressed now.
Secondly, bearing in mind that several Member States are still breaching the EU National Emission
Ceiling Directive, the Commission needs to focus on enforcement. This means applying tougher
controls on National Air Quality Plans.
Lastly, the Commission must ensure that a strict air pollution impact assessment of the National
Energy and Climate Plans is systematically performed.
I look forward to seeing these options discussed at the Clean Air Forum this week.
About the author
Samuel Maubanc is General Manager of Liquid Gas Europe

[6]

Tags
Energy [7]
Environment [8]
Categories
Energy [9]
Environment [10]
Twitter Link

Read more on:
Facebook [11]
Twitter [12]

Website [13]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title
Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
Climate Crisis
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2020
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles

Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's

Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory
Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor

The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888
© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/addressing-air-pollution-urgency
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/new-datasets-understand-wildfires-and-river-flows
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/copernicus/copernicus-provide-daily-air-quaity-forecast-europe-euronews
[3] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/interviews/conversation-carlo-buontempo
[4] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/interviews/greening-economy
[5] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/planet/want-achieve-sustainable-developmnt-goals-invest-big-data-and-ai
[6] https://liquidgaseurope.eu/
[7] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/energy
[8] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/environment
[9] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/energy
[10] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/environment
[11] https://www.facebook.com/TheParliamentMagazine/
[12] https://twitter.com/parlimag
[13] http://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/

