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News
Over 2,000 centre-right Christian Democrat policymakers gathered in Zagreb this week for the
European People’s Party (EPP) Congress.
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Speaking on the opening day of the Congress, Croatian Prime Minister Andrej Plenković called it "a
great honour” to organise and host this year’s get-together, adding that the timing was important for
Croatia, coming just ahead of the country’s six-month EU Council presidency.
“The Congress and its conclusions are consistent with Croatia’s priorities,” he said.
Plenković highlighted the main priorities of his country’s upcoming presidency including the

enlargement and accession processes for Albania and Macedonia, jobs and growth, the digital
revolution, protection of citizens, and post-Brexit preparations.
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The UK was originally scheduled to assume the Council's rotating presidency on 1 January 2020, but
due to Brexit, Croatia will take the presidency reins instead.
Responding to questions about Hungary's Prime Minister Victor Orban and his right-wing populist
party Fidesz, Plenković said, “The political assembly of the EPP has suspended Fidesz from the EPP,
and that is why Victor Orban has not been invited to this Congress.”
He pointed out that a "group of three wise men", led by former EU Council President Herman Van
Rompuy, will compile a special report where the status of Fidesz within the EPP will be considered.
He added, “until then the position of the EPP and HDZ has been very clear.”
“A new president will be the beginning of a new era. Change is inevitable, and the EPP
needs to adapt” Outgoing EPP President Joseph Daul
EPP secretary general Antonio López-Istúriz alluded to the Congress’s slogan, ‘One Europe, our planet,
your party’, saying “We know [climate change] is happening and we want to tackle it, but we want to
do so in a reasonable and balanced way, where jobs and growth are not sacrificed."
The party, he said, needed to be an “interlocutor” between environmentalists and business.
Commenting on French president Emmanuel Macron’s recent actions blocking further Western Balkan
EU accession negotiations, Plenković said, “It was a mistake not achieving consensus concerning the
accession of the Western Balkan countries,” adding that he personally found France’s and other
Member States' positions “bizarre”.
Elsewhere at the Congress, Joseph Daul welcomed the election of Donald Tusk as his replacement as
EPP President, saying, “A new President will be the beginning of a new era. Change is inevitable, and
the EPP needs to adapt.”
Daul also pointed out that Tusk would be the first EPP President from central Europe and with the
continent celebrating the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin wall, the timing of Tusk’s election
was also pertinent.
“We know [climate change] is happening and we want to tackle it, but we want to do so in
a reasonable and balanced way” EPP Secretary General Antonio López-Istúriz

The former French MEP called on the party to counter the growing threat of right-wing populist
parties. Reflecting on May’s European Election results, where the party lost seats, Daul said, “We
need to analyse why we lost to the populists.”
In particular he regretted the drop in support from the young for EPP-affiliated parties.
However he warned, “we should not sell our soul to the devil” or compromise EPP values, in a drive to
regain votes.
About the author
Rajnish Singh is commissioning editor for the Parliament Magazine
Tags
Brexit [7]
EU Election 2019 [8]
European Questions [9]
Foreign Affairs [10]
Categories
International Relations [11]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title
Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
Climate Crisis
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2020
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training

Media &
publishing titles
Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory
Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into

LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888
© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/epp-congress-climate-change-populis-and-enlargement-top-agenda
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/epp-congress-donald-tusk-elected-new-epp-president
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/eu-ombudsman-candidates-facing-mep-grilling
[3] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/brexit-steering-group-member-expresses-worr-over-citizens%E2%80%99-rights-post-brexit
[4] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/european-greens-welcome-new-party-co-chairs
[5] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/counteracting-violence-against-women
[6] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/interviews/conversation-david-clark
[7] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/brexit
[8] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/eu-election-2019
[9] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/european-questions
[10] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/foreign-affairs
[11] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/international-relations

