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Europe must boost its investment in research and innovation, argue the European University
Association’s Rolf Tarrach and Michael Murphy
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The outcome of the recent European Parliament elections says a lot about what Europeans expect for
their future.
They want action on climate and energy, social protection and migration, as well as job security and
economic growth.
As the new Parliament and Commission prepare for a new term and the European Union’s next
budget is fine-tuned, the role of research and education will require considerable attention to address
these challenges in a smart and sustainable way.
Investment in research and education is the most effective, sustainable, and future-oriented

commitment that the EU can make for its citizens.
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According to a Commission impact assessment [7], every €1 spent in the EU Framework Programme
for Research and Innovation (Horizon 2020) leads to €13 in added value for industry.
Research and innovation investment fuels competitiveness and contributes to job creation, energy
and climate solutions, social inclusion and sustainability.
However, investing in the EU’s future also means being more efficient. Today, 75 percent of highquality proposals submitted to Horizon 2020 go unfunded due to insufficient budget.
This is a significant waste of money and loss of potential innovation for Europe. Doubling the funding
for the next programme will resolve this - and the payback will be big as pan-EU research empowers
excellent ideas with global impact.
“Investment in research and education is the most effective, sustainable, and futureoriented commitment that the EU can make to its citizens”
Research and innovation are a European public good. However, public funding to universities, where
much of that research is conducted, is stagnating and even receding in many parts of Europe.
Europe needs to seriously re-invest in its universities and doing this at European level creates
synergies, economies of scale and value for money for EU taxpayers.
Investing in education and research in Europe means investing in people, especially youth, and
developing much-needed human talent and capital.
This is an essential condition to fulfil any ambition of turning the EU into a world leader in innovationdriven growth and competitiveness.
Furthermore, supporting transnational collaboration and mobility in research and education creates
cross-border frameworks and networks for professionals and academics to work together and
reinforces European awareness and identity.
Only people can do this and the EU’s Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+ programmes are unique vehicles
that bring real results.
The EU and its Member States have great expectations for research and education, and the upcoming

Horizon Europe programme is tasked with ambitious goals and grand missions addressing global
challenges.
The programme is also expected to boost innovation in an unprecedented way through the creation of
a dedicated funding body.
“Today, 75 percent of high-quality proposals submitted to Horizon 2020 go unfunded due
to insufficient budget. This is a significant waste of money and loss of potential innovation
for Europe”
The EU has also reasserted its interest and trust in the added value of the Erasmus+ programme,
proposing to considerably widen its outreach.
The scale of funding must therefore be much bigger to match these ambitions. To establish Europe as
a world leader, Europe must heavily boost its investment in research and innovation.
Only then can we ensure European independence and excellence in science and technology.
For all these reasons, the final negotiations of the next seven-year Multiannual Financial Framework
present an opportunity to significantly step up funding for European research and education.
To unlock the EU’s future, we must match ambition with proper funding and invest in people.

For more information about the European University Association, you can visit their website
at: www.eua.eu [8]
You can also follow them on Twitter @euatweets [9], Facebook /EuropeanUniversityAssociation [10] and
LinkedIn /european-university-association/ [11]
About the author
Rolf Tarrach is the President of the European University Association (EUA) and Michael Murphy is
EUA’s President-Elect
Tags
Research and Innovation [12]
Categories
Education and skills [13]
Science, technology and research [14]
Twitter Link

Read more on:
Facebook [15]
Twitter [16]
Website [17]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title
Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
EU Elections 2019
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2019
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles

Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The

European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory
Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard

32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888
© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/european-university-association/righteu-budget-next-seven-years
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/european-university-association/four-foolprof-ways-towards-better-europe
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/node/8936
[3] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/why-doesn%E2%80%99t-eu-want-lead-photonics
[4] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/new-parliament-likely-split-between-three-overlpping-groups-says-ecfr
[5] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/connecting-europe-bridging-networks
[6] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/european-university-association/brexit-urgnt-clarity-needed-concerning
[7] http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/proposals/horizon_2020_impact_assessment_annexes.pdf
[8] https://www.eua.eu/
[9] https://twitter.com/euatweets
[10] https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanUniversityAssociation
[11] https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-university-association/
[12] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/research-and-innovation
[13] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/education-and-skills
[14] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/science-technology-and-research
[15] https://www.facebook.com/TheParliamentMagazine/
[16] https://twitter.com/parlimag
[17] http://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/

