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EPP Lead Candidate insists he has “strong support” for EU’s top job.

Manfred Weber | Photo credit: EPP Group

Weber, the candidate for the European People’s Party (EPP), which emerged from the European
elections as the biggest single party in the European Parliament, also made a robust defence of the
Spitzenkandidat (Lead Candidate) process.
Under this system, the outcome of the European Parliament elections must be taken into
consideration by EU heads of state and government in deciding the next European Commission
president.

Weber’s comments come against a backdrop of growing calls from senior political figures for an
alternative candidate for the EU’s top job.
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Recent comments by Denis MacShane, a former Europe Minister in the UK, are typical of those saying
Weber has insufficient experience for such a high-profile job.
MacShane, who served under UK Prime Minister Tony Blair, said, “Weber has no record as a minister
at even regional level. He also covered for Orban for years.”
This was a reference to Weber’s perceived support for Viktor Orban, the controversial Hungarian
prime minister.
MacShane also rubbished the Spitzenkandidat process, telling this website, “The European Parliament
as a whole has to accept that the Spitzenkandidat system has not worked however well-intentioned.
Also, it’s worth highlighting that the EPP got under 25 percent of the vote.”
But, speaking at a news briefing in parliament on Wednesday, Weber said he had “strong support”
within the EPP and defended the Spitzenkandidat system, saying, “This is the concept backed by this
parliament. The principle must now be respected by member states.”
"The EPP has lost seats but it is still number one in terms of size and that has to be the
starting point. [The Spitzenkandidat system] is the concept backed by this parliament.
The principle must now be respected by member states” Manfred Weber
He told reporters that talks had already started with other mainstream groups about forming a
possible working alliance in the European Parliament, adding, “The EPP has lost seats but it is still
number one in terms of size and that has to be the starting point.”
The centre right EPP has 179 MEPs and is, for the fifth time in a row since 1999, the largest grouping.
It is unlikely that a “pro-European” majority could be forged in the European Parliament without its
support.
Weber also pledged to “exclude” from any such discussions those parties “that do not believe in the
EU. “We are ready to cooperate, and compromise, with all others.”
Weber was speaking after the Parliament’s EPP grouping held its first constitutive meeting following

the May elections where he was confirmed as the group’s parliamentary leader, a position he held in
the last mandate.
He said, “We must listen to what the public have voted for and that is change. The EU has to change
to keep it strong. We now have to deliver on our promises.”
Priorities for the EPP, he said, include tackling migration, terrorism, job creation and economic
growth.” He also added that, given the electoral successes of the Greens, the climate action issue was
also a “key priority”.
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