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With the 2019 European Development Days Conference fast approaching, European Commissioner for
International Cooperation and Development, Neven Mimica explains how focused actions and
resource pooling are crucial to eradicating some of the world’s biggest challenges.
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In what ways can EU development policy address this year’s European Development Days
(EDD) themes of inequality and leaving no one behind?
Inequalities are present everywhere, but they hit developing countries harder. If you look at any area
of development policy; they are all affected by inequalities in some way. EU action in this domain is
not new, but rising levels of inequality around the world have highlighted the need to follow this issue
closely. In development cooperation, we intend to provide a global and comprehensive response to
inequality. This will involve ever-closer cooperation with partner countries, EU Member States,
international organisations and civil society to increase the impact and value for money. At an
international level, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development includes a specific goal on reducing

inequality, together with related targets across its other goals. At EU level, the European Consensus
on Development puts inequality and leaving no one behind, among other issues, at the heart of EU
development cooperation policy. To this end, we work with partners at global, regional and national
levels. We support sustainable growth and jobs, social protection systems, domestic revenue
mobilisation and progressive tax policies. We are committed to eliminating discrimination and to
promoting inclusive digitisation and technological change. And we work for universal access to basic
services, starting with health and education. In future, we will seek to mainstream inequalities more
systematically in all our development cooperation.
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According to a recent UN report, Up to a million species face extinction. What can the EU
do to help poor and middle-income countries protect their valuable biodiversity?
It is encouraging to see how much attention this issue has recently attracted, notably thanks to the
UN report. The challenge now is to scale up our concrete actions. Ensuring that development happens
in a sustainable way is at the heart of my work. This is about a rapid and green transition to ensure
that jobs and economic growth are decoupled from the environmental destruction and climate
change. It’s about protecting our only planet’s environment and its biodiversity, which is the basis for
ensuring our future here on Earth. The EU is already engaged in a wide range of programmes around
the world to protect the environment and natural habitats. To give just one example, we committed
€20m last year the Congo Basin to protect forests, support biodiversity conservation and combat
illegal wildlife trafficking. Overall, our investment rose to €350m in 2018 to support biodiversity in
developing countries. Much still needs to be done. New trends, such as population growth, are placing
increasing pressure on biodiversity. This is why we are also investing in the circular and green
economies. We are also implementing major sectoral policies, such as forests, wildlife trafficking and
ocean governance. We hope that our actions on those fronts will help tackle specific challenges that
can have major impacts on biodiversity.
“This is about a rapid and green transition to ensure that jobs and economic growth are
decoupled from the destruction of environment and climate change”
Which areas do you believe the SDGs have been most successful and how do you think the
EU should focus on delivering against them in the next commission?
I believe the greatest achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has been to make
all the international actors agree on the priorities, establish concrete goals, set a deadline (2030) and
make everyone pull in the same direction. Focused actions, synergies, coherence and pooling of
resources are crucial for eradicating some of the world’s biggest challenges, such as poverty,
equality, peace and climate change. The EU is fully committed to contributing to their achievement.

The SDGs are proving successful in guiding actions for achieving a sustainable future. The EU and its
Member States have recently assessed their progress in supporting developing countries to achieve
the SDGs. There are many good examples, such as the 8 million people that have been assisted
against food insecurity, including nutrition programmes for nearly a million women and children under
five. We are also looking to the future and finding the best ways to work together to achieve the
SDGs.
There are a growing number of non-governmental actors such as Bill Gates and new
actors, such as China, becoming involved in development activities. Does this have any
impact on the way the EU looks to deliver its development policies in the future?
Our approach towards new actors in the development world is to grasp the nettle together. If we
adopt an approach with a long-term vision and can really be a win-win for all concerned, we can
tackle head-on all the challenges we face, funding included. All efforts and resources are needed to
tackle the immense challenges of sustainable development across the globe. The EU is determined to
push the boundaries in this sense. We will seek to work with new actors and institutions and we have
included new instruments, like policy loans or financial guarantees, in our toolset to make sure that
our actions remain relevant, significant and fit for purpose.The EU is, and will remain, a global leader
in taking a rights-based approach to development policy, inviting other donors to take sustainability,
transparency and international standards - among others - as our common guides. With China, we
have a shared commitment and interest in global sustainable development. Working together in the
context of the Agenda 2030 will maximise the impact of our work.
“The EU is, and will remain, a global leader in taking a rights-based approach to
development policy”
How is the EU helping to develop the role of civil society in the South (developing
countries) and is it time for European NGOs to have a smaller role and let people from
these countries and regions have a more direct input in EU development policymaking?
For sustainable development to happen, an active civil society is a crucial element. Engaged citizens
can make a difference in many aspects of development, from governance to economic growth. This is
why the EU is the world’s leading donor for civil society organisations (CSOs). The EU supports their
role in implementing the 2030 Agenda at country level and promoting local ownership, often leading
to better results. The EU engages in strategic cooperation with civil society actors and ensures that
their concerns and experiences feed into EU development policymaking. The EU places a strong
emphasis on the role of CSOs in promoting jobs and growth in partner countries, as is seen, for
example, in the European External Investment Plan, which aims to increase private investment in
developing countries in order to complement public investment.
Some EU Member States are discussing whether funding earmarked for ‘development’
should also include spending money on security, trade and enhancing the private sector in
the south. is this something the commission is considering?
Development is, by nature, multi-faceted, as shown by the Agenda 2030 and the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals, which range from ending hunger to combating climate change and promoting
peaceful societies. From a development perspective, the EU is already working on some of the areas
mentioned, such as trade or cooperation with the private sector. In particular, through the AfricaEurope Alliance, we are working hard to support job creation by mobilising private actors, boosting
investment and encouraging trade. They are all drivers for economic growth and sustainable

development. While much of this work is highly technical, the results are real, and people’s lives are
being transformed thanks to the jobs created. While the EU is fully committed to the ultimate goal of
eradicating poverty, we have seen how many factors influence sustainable development. In this
context, the security angle is not new, as both go hand in hand; no sustainable development is
possible without security. From the Commission side, for the next long-term budget, we have
proposed a new single financing instrument that would cover neighbourhood, development and
international cooperation actions. It establishes a legal obligation to devote 92 percent of its total
amount to Official Development Assistance.
“Engaged citizens can make a difference in many aspects of development, from
governance to economic growth”
With the ongoing EU budget negotiations for 2021-2027, how confident are you that the
EU will maintain its spending levels on development, considering the financial pressures
of issues such as Brexit and other national political financial pressures?
I am confident that the EU will stand by its commitments, in particular on development cooperation.
As you know, this is now in the hands of the EU Heads of State and the European Parliament, which
has already shown its support for our proposal. From the Commission side, we have proposed an
ambitious plan: a total of €123bn (2021-2027) for the new “Neighbourhood and the World” heading a nominal increase of 30 percent over the current period. This increase sends a strong political
message; that external action and development cooperation remain a clear priority for the Union,
which continues to be the world’s first development donor. To reinforce its external role, the
Commission is proposing a streamlined financing instrument for the Neighbourhood, development and
international cooperation with a budget of €89.2bn. It will increase flexibility and will have a global
coverage, which will enhance the EU’s capacity to respond to crises and unforeseen events and the
coherence of the Union’s external action. Brexit is one of the factors at play in these negotiations, but
there are many others. Development spending is a long-term investment in our shared future. It is my
fi rm hope that efforts will be maintained and increased with the approval of the Commission
proposal, which has been long discussed and designed to make the best of the EU’s external action
for the benefit of all.
Tags
Development [6]
Categories
Development days [7]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title
Site Sections
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
EU Elections 2019
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2019
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles

Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory
Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT

SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888
© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/interviews/neven-mimica-leaving-no-one-behind
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/sustainable-development-goals-progress-requres-monitoring
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/shifting-culture-dependency
[3] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/eu-funding-africa-must-be-conditional-death-enalty-abolition-meps-say
[4] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/u2%E2%80%99s-bono-european-parliament-shine-ight-africa-issues

[5] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/development-days-violence-against-women-everones-issue
[6] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/development
[7] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/development-days

