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However big differences in participation levels across EU still a concern says Margrethe Vestager.
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EU competition commissioner Margrethe Vestager has sounded a note of caution over the larger-tha-expected turnout in the European elections.
Voter turnout has been declining for years - it fell to just over 42 per cent, an all-time low in the last
elections - but, this year, participation has risen sharply passing the 50 per cent mark for the first
time in over 20 years.
Several MEPs and EU officials heralded the improved turnout as a sign that voters still believe in the

future of the EU despite Brexit and other crises it has faced in recent years.
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Frans Timmermans, a vice president of the European Commission, said as he arrived at the European
Parliament on Sunday night that the predicted 50.95 per cent turnout across the EU was a "great,
great signal" in public trust in the EU.
David Harley, a former deputy secretary general of the parliament, told this site that the turnout
figure was "spectacular."
But in an interview with this website, Vestager, who tonight declared herself as the Liberal lead
candidate for new European Commission president, said it was important to realise that the turnout
would not be uniform across the EU.
In Germany, turnout was 60 per cent but in Croatia it was about 32 per cent.
Vestager, who was speaking shortly after arriving in parliament to hear the results, said, "Participation
levels will be quite different from one member state to another. This shows that we still have work to
do. What we have to do is put even more effort into getting the message across about the EU and
what it does in those countries where turnout has still been poor in these elections."
"I think what we have seen is that people have actually realised what was at stake in
these elections and gone out to vote in larger numbers... It is great to be in parliament on
a night like this. There is a real buzz about the place" Margrethe Vestager
She said, however, that the parliament's promotional campaign for the 2019 elections was
"wonderful" and had proved effective.
" A lot of effort went into this campaign in order to make this - the improved turnout - happen."
The Danish commissioner added, "I think what we have seen is that people have actually realised
what was at stake in these elections and gone out to vote in larger numbers.
"They have seen people running for parliament who essentially want to destroy both it and the EU
and decided that they want to do something about that."
She went on, "It is great to be in parliament on a night like this. There is a real buzz about the place."
However, Bill Etheridge, who was elected as a UKIP member in the 2014 elections but is now with the
Brexit Party, predicted that it was "too early" to write off the threat posed by so called populist and
nationalist parties.

He said that the results from Italy and Hungary, where populist parties are expected to score well,
were still be declared and he also pointed to the success of Marine Le Pen's Front National in France.
He said the populist ADF in Germany had also increased its share of the vote.
Etheridge, who quit UKIP because he said he was disenchanted with the party, added, "Do not write
off the chances of the so-called populists in places in like Italy and Hungary. There are plenty of
people in parliament tonight who are doing that and giving themselves a pat on the back but the
populist wave is still coming, mark my words."
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