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A new report says that refugees and migrants attempting to reach Europe via the Mediterranean Sea
lost their lives “at an alarming rate” in 2018.

Rescued migrants at Malaga harbour
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The death toll, along with cuts in search and rescue operations, “reinforced” the Mediterranean’s
position as the world’s “deadliest” sea crossing.
The latest ‘Desperate Journeys’ report was released on Wednesday at a news briefing at Brussels
press club by UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency.
Speaking at the launch, Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for Refugees, told reporters that six
lives were lost on average every day last year.
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An estimated 2,275 died or went missing crossing the Mediterranean in 2018, despite a major drop in
the number of arrivals reaching European shores.
In total, 139,300 refugees and migrants arrived in Europe, the lowest number in five years.
Grandi said, “Saving lives at sea is not a choice, nor a matter of politics, but an age-old obligation. We
can put an end to these tragedies by having the courage and vision to look beyond the next boat, and
adopt a long-term approach based on regional cooperation, that places human life and dignity at its
core.”
The report describes how “shifts” in policy by some Member States saw numerous incidents where
large numbers of people were left stranded at sea for days on end, waiting for permission to dock.
“We can put an end to these tragedies by having the courage and vision to look beyond
the next boat, and adopt a long-term approach based on regional cooperation, that places
human life and dignity at its core” Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for
Refugees
NGO boats and their crews faced growing restrictions on their search and rescue operations.
The report says that on routes from Libya to Europe, one person died at sea for every 14 who arrived
in Europe – a sharp rise on 2017 levels. Thousands more were returned to Libya where they faced
appalling conditions inside detention centres.
The report goes on, “For many, setting foot in Europe was the final stop of a nightmarish journey on
which they had faced torture, rape and sexual assault, and the threat of being kidnapped and held for
ransom. States must take urgent action to dismantle smuggling networks and bring perpetrators of
these crimes to justice.”
SEEDS OF HOPE
However, the report says that “new seeds of hope” did emerge in some places.
“Despite political deadlock on progressing with a regional approach to sea rescue and
disembarkation, as called for by UNHCR and IOM last year, several states committed to relocating
people rescued in the central Mediterranean – a potential foundation for a predictable and lasting
solution,” it said.
“Thousands of resettlement places were also pledged by states for evacuating refugees out of Libya.”

Despite the number of deaths at sea remaining alarmingly high in proportion to the amount of
refugees and migrants actually arriving in Europe, the report said that the number of deaths has
fallen in recent years.
In 2015 3,771 died at seas with the figure peaking in 2016 with 5,096 fatalities.
ROUTE CHANGES
The report also reveals “significant” changes in the routes being used by refugees and migrants.
For the first time in recent years, Spain became the primary entry point to Europe in 2018, with the
number of migrant arrivals in Spain increasing by 131 percent compared to the previous year.
Around 6,800 arrived by land and a further 58,600 people successfully crossed over the perilous
Western Mediterranean.
As a result, the report said the death toll for the western Mediterranean nearly quadrupled from 202
in 2017 to 777.
Some 23,400 refugees and migrants arrived in Italy in 2018, a five-fold decrease compared to the
previous year. Greece received a similar number of sea arrivals, some 32,500 compared to 30,000 in
2017, but saw a near three-fold increase in the number of people arriving via its land border with
Turkey.
Elsewhere in Europe, Bosnia and Herzegovina recorded some 24,000 arrivals, as refugees and
migrants transited through the Western Balkans.
Cyprus received several boats carrying Syrian refugees from Lebanon, while the UK witnessed small
numbers crossing from France towards the end of the year.
About the author
Martin Banks is a senior reporter at The Parliament Magazine
Tags
Refugee crisis [6]
Development [7]
Foreign Affairs [8]
Justice and Rights [9]
Maritime and Fisheries [10]
Categories
EU-Africa [11]
International Relations [12]
Public order, justice and rights [13]
Society and welfare [14]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title

Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
Climate Crisis
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2020
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles

Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory
Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills

SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888
© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/refugees-dying-%E2%80%98alarmig-rate%E2%80%99-sea-says-report

Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/international-migrants-day-shrinking-humanitarian-pace-migration-work
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/interviews/dimitris-avramopoulos-eu-not-and-will-never-be-fortress
[3] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/refugee-crisis-ecj-rules-against-hungary-and-slovakia
[4] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/refugees-former-mep-urges-eu-parliament-intrvene-mediterranean
[5] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/interviews/c%C3%A9cile-kashetu-kyenge-we-need-thinkabout-immigration-extremely-rational-terms
[6] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/refugee-crisis
[7] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/development
[8] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/foreign-affairs
[9] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/justice-and-rights
[10] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/maritime-and-fisheries
[11] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/eu-africa
[12] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/international-relations
[13] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/public-order-justice-and-rights
[14] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/society-and-welfare

