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September plenary: What to expect
Written by Martin Banks on 10 September 2018 in News
News
MEPs have a busy week ahead, including Juncker's State of the Union speech and a vote on CO2
standards for cars and vans.
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MEPs will debate the state of EU-US relations, which have been tested by US President Donald
Trump’s imposition of steel and aluminium tariffs.
A report authored by German EPP group member Elmar Brok will be voted on Wednesday. It criticises
current challenges in cooperation which are “harmful” to the interests of both the EU and the US,
such as the ‘America first’ policy, withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement, the cancellation of
the Iran nuclear agreement, the new approach to trade policies, and punitive tariffs.
The report by the former foreign affairs committee Chair insists at the same time that the EU and the

US should continue to play “key roles” by jointly addressing regional conflicts and global challenges
based on international law.
In a busy week, Parliament will also vote on the EU plastics strategy and a report on the issue drafted
by ECR group MEP Mark Demesmaeker.
The report says that “plastic is an important material which has a useful place in our society and
economy. However, the way in which plastics are produced and used is both unaffordable and
unsustainable. While plastic is developed to last forever, it is routinely designed to be disposed of
after use.”
The report puts forward a “clear vision for managing plastics in a sustainable and responsible way,
across the entire value chain.”
MEPs will also continue their series of debates with member state leaders on Wednesday with Greek
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras appearing before the plenary.
On Tuesday, deputies vote on a report by Welsh MEP Jill Evans on ‘Language equality in the digital
age’. Her report looks at the use of languages in digital technology and makes a number of
recommendations for action to the European Commission.
Speaking ahead of this, Evans said, “Language technologies are becoming central to our lives, but
much of this technology is only available in a few widely-spoken languages.
“The EU is investing very little in language technologies compared with the USA and Asia, and Europe
is falling behind. The report calls for action at EU level to tackle this.”
Meanwhile, MEPs from the environment committee will make a keenly awaited decision on CO2
standards for cars and vans.
Elsewhere, MEPs and the President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker will hold the
annual State of the Union debate on Wednesday, his last before he leaves office next year.

About the author
Martin Banks is a senior reporter for the Parliament Magazine
Tags
European Commission [1]
Categories
International Relations [2]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title

Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
EU Elections 2019
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2019
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles

Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory
Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish

Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888
© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/september-plenary-what-expect
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/european-commission

[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/international-relations

