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Opinion Plus
Manufacturers should be allowed to display compliance information electronically instead of printing
the label on products, argues Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl
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Digitalisation is happening across our lives. We hardly write letters any more and we avoid hardcopy
documents and information such as pay slips, bank statements, booking confirmations and tickets.
Allowing manufacturers to label their products electronically instead of physically marking them
seems to be a digital no-brainer.
Yet, the European Union is the last major economy clinging to physical labels. The United States,
China, Japan, even Ghana or Malaysia–to name just a few countries–have all adopted e-labelling.
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Europe’s delay is quite astonishing since e-labelling isn’t even a new concept. It has been around for
almost two decades when manufacturers of software-defined radios in the US voluntarily used elabelling. As a legally recognised alternative to physical labels, it was first introduced eight years ago
in Australia in 2010.
Today, 56 per cent of the global economy has adopted e-labelling. If the EU legally recognised elabelling this figure would rise to 78 per cent.
So what does e-labelling mean in practice? Currently, manufacturers selling in the EU are compelled
to print on each of their products all the labels necessary to demonstrate compliance.
This is why your smartphone has a series of undecipherable signs on its back, and why some laptop
chargers are covered in logos and text. In the European ICT sector, 20 per cent of the cost of
compliance – or €797m every year [6] – goes to simply show information.
"We now have the opportunity to include a provision in the proposed regulation on
Compliance and Enforcement, in the so-called “Goods package”. But this is probably the
last chance that we will have for many years to legally recognise e-labelling in the EU"
e-labelling would simply allow manufacturers to display compliance information directly on the screen
of devices when appropriate. When the product is not connected to a screen, companies could use a
single machine-readable code (for example a QR code) to refer to the relevant compliance
information.
Quite a meagre change it would seem. Yet, e-labelling would reduce the cost of indicating compliance
by as much as 14 per cent – or €112m per year [7] – in the ICT sector alone.
Besides, both Market Surveillance Authorities and companies agree that it would also have a positive
environmental impact and improve the traceability of products while only having negligible costs of
introduction.
Allowing manufacturers to provide basic compliance information in an electronic rather than physical
way–as an alternative option alongside traditional physical labelling–is a digital no-brainer. The only
question is when will the EU finally catch-up?

We now have the opportunity to include a provision in the proposed regulation on Compliance and
Enforcement, in the so-called “Goods package”. But this is probably the last chance that we will have
for many years to legally recognise e-labelling in the EU.
The European Parliament’s IMCO vote on this regulation is on 3 September and e-labelling
amendment 241 is fully supported by industry.
We urge MEPs to support the e-labelling amendment 241 and to finally allow the use of e-labelling in
Europe. It is high time to catch-up.
About the author
Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl is the Director-General of DIGITALEUROPE
Tags
Digital Agenda [8]
Economic Affairs [9]
Internal Market [10]
Categories
Business and industry [11]
Digital single market [12]
Internet of Things [13]
Science, technology and research [14]
Society and welfare [15]
Twitter Link

Read more on:
Facebook [16]
Twitter [17]
Website [18]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title
Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
Climate Crisis
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2020
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles

Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory

Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888

© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/digital-europe/e-labelling-low-haning-fruit
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/meps-vote-against-beginning-negotiations-updatng-eu-copyright-laws
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/eu-copyright-reform-free-press-under-thret-warn-publishers
[3] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/interviews/mariya-gabriel-future-europe-and-world-inevtably-digital
[4] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/how-tech-revolution-transforming-future-work
[5] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/5g-future-legacy
[6] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/whitepaper/digital-europe/elabelling-europe
[7]
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/system/files/protected/whitepaper/Study%20for%20the%20introduction%20of
%20an%20e-labelling%20scheme%20in%20the%20EU%20-%20CBA%20-%20final%20report%2021062018_0.pdf
[8] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/digital-agenda
[9] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/economic-affairs
[10] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/internal-market
[11] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/business-and-industry
[12] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/digital-single-market
[13] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/internet-things
[14] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/science-technology-and-research
[15] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/society-and-welfare
[16] https://www.facebook.com/TheParliamentMagazine/
[17] https://twitter.com/parlimag
[18] http://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/

