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The upcoming European Health Forum Gastein will be an opportunity to tackle Europe’s health
challenges head on, writes Karin Kadenbach.
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The current challenges facing European health systems are unparalleled. As the political climate in
many EU member states is shifting, concerns over the sustainability of health systems persist.
The issue of high prices of innovative therapies and access to medicines, cross-border threats such as
antimicrobial resistance, and the e¬ffects of Europe’s ageing societies are here to stay.
The need for transformation is unequivocal. Now is the time to make sure that Europe’s challenges

remain firmly rooted on political agendas at all levels and to meet these challenges with bold
choices.
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One year before the European institutional changeover and with the deadline of 2030 to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) rapidly approaching, we have an opportunity to set the right
priorities and take decisive action. This call for bold political choices lies at the heart of this year’s
European Health Forum Gastein (EHFG).
Indeed, we need to be daring if we want health to be a priority on the European agenda after the
elections of 2019 and if we are serious about meeting the health targets of the SDGs by 2030.
This is why I am pleased to host an EHFG event in the European Parliament on 25 June, to get the ball
rolling.
One thing we can all agree on is that healthy European citizens are the foundation of socially and
economically prospering societies. Goal three of Agenda 2030 for the SDGs recognises exactly this:
“Ensuring healthy lives and promoting the wellbeing for all at all ages is essential to sustainable
development”.
This third goal is accompanied by an ambitious set of targets, implying how public health policies
should match broader policy agendas and calling for significant investments as well as audacious
action plans. If anything, the SDGs reveal that there is a strong vision for progress, both in Europe and
beyond. Yet how can we make sure that Agenda 2030 translates into more than simply a bucket list?
Pursuing bold political choices actually implies being pragmatic and implementing practical solutions.
This is particularly urgent for threats like antimicrobial resistance (AMR), which, according to the
European Commission, leads to around 25,000 premature deaths in Europe per year.
The motion for a European Parliament resolution on a European One Health action plan against AMR,
for which I am the rapporteur in the environment, public health and food safety committee, therefore
reflects the much-needed pragmatic mindset.
One of the practical solutions put forward by Parliament is to develop public health messages. This is
an important part of the solution, because citizens in Europe are insufficiently aware of the threat
posed by AMR.
Additionally, the report proposes the developing rapid diagnostic tests for health professionals, who
are often confronted with the challenge of having to make rapid decisions on a therapeutic indication
for antibiotic treatment. Developing training facilities for medical professionals that focus on the
careful use of antibiotics is another of the practical solutions outlined in the report.
This emphasis on health professionals feeds into one of our greatest challenges when it comes to the
sustainability of health systems: protecting the critical human resources upon which entire health

systems are built.
Trained nurses, medical professionals and even caregivers are at the heart of well-functioning health
systems. Consequently, tackling existing human resource gaps and problems, which are multi-faceted
in a continent as diverse as Europe, is a key priority on the path towards meeting the Agenda 2030
goals.
Human resources also lie at the very heart of the big political promises to strengthen health systems,
such as the Tallinn Charter. The Charter, launched by the European Members of the World Health
Organisation in 2008, 10 years ago this year, outlines promising commitments to act. Even although
there has been a great deal of progress on these commitments over the past decade, there remains
plenty of work to be done.
2018 is the time to give Europe’s health challenges a taste of their own medicine. Gathering over 500
European health policy experts from the realms of policymaking, research, civil society and business,
the EHFG (3-5 October 2018 - Bad Hofgastein, Austria) is the right place to start.

About the author
Karin Kadenbach (S&D, AT) is a Vice-President of European Health Forum Gastein
Tags
Health [4]
Categories
AMR [5]
Health and social care [6]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title
Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
EU Elections 2019
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2019
Contact Us

Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles
Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory
Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events

The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888
© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/overcoming-europes-health-challenges-requres-bold-political-choices
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/gastein-health-forum-making-case-health-all-policies
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/amr-what-are-alternatives-antibiotics
[3] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/ehealth-could-provide-new-model-patient-doctor-relations
[4] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/health
[5] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/amr
[6] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/health-and-social-care

