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Written by Martin Banks on 12 April 2018 in News
News
A campaign group says the current EU and UK positions on post-Brexit citizens’ rights are as “clear as
mud.”

Photo credit: Michael Gill

Under latest proposals, it is planned that Europeans will maintain the right to move to Britain to live,
study and work after withdrawal from the EU in March 2019 until the end of the transition, which the
EU has said should last around 21 months.
Like those who arrive before Brexit, these EU citizens and their relatives will be able to apply for the
right to stay indefinitely after five years of continuous residence, and stay for as long as they need to
accrue this.

But Roger Casale, CEO of New Europeans, a group that campaigns for the rights of citizens affected
by Brexit, says that despite attempts by both the EU and UK to reassure citizens on both sides of the
channel, “much uncertainty” remains surrounding the issue.
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Casale, a former Labour MP, told this website, “The Commission and Council say they have agreed
but, they don't say what they have agreed.”
Casale says part of the “confusion” relates to the “settled status” scheme that has been proposed by
the UK.
One problem, he says, “is how to verify someone’s status or how long they have been at a particular
address if they don’t have National Insurance or tax records, for example.”
He adds, “A simple way round this would be for the person concerned to have registered their UK
address with the European Commission. The system will record the date they register the address - a
simple declaration.
“The burden of proof would be on the UK authorities to show that the person was not living there if
they wanted to challenge this for any reason.”
He goes on, “The Commission can easily compile such a register if it is based on self-registration and
voluntary - it's a system people will trust.
“If the UK wants its own register of EU citizens in the UK it is entitled under current free movement
rules to start compiling one now.
“If Britain leaves the EU then they simply convert those people on the register to settled status as
soon as the qualifying period of five years expires.”
Casale says, “The main thing the UK wants is to be able to throw people out, for example, if they have
a committed criminal offence, and not have them come back to the UK under free movement rules.
“I think the way I am suggesting this works would allow for that.”
Meanwhile, New Europeans has launched a petition urging support for its proposal for the introduction
of a “green card” for the estimated 3.5 million EU citizens in the UK and approximately 1.5m Britons
who live and work in mainland Europe.
It has also launched a crowdfunding appeal to win support the initiative.
On this, Casale says, “I am confident that the Green Card proposal will be realised in some form. I

know we have the support of the Brexit Steering Group and Michel Barnier has told me face-to-face
that he is aware of the proposal.
“We have appealed to MEPs to get behind the Green Card proposal and to all other campaign groups
to support the proposal.”
The petition states that a "Green Card for Europe, when used in conjunction with settled status or
permanent residency of a participating state (in this case any EU member state and/or the UK), would
have the effect of enabling all the rights previously enjoyed by transnational citizens by virtue of the
fact that they were EU citizens resident in another EU member state.”
It says these rights include: freedom of movement within the EU; voting and standing in local and
Euro elections; the right to petition the European Parliament and appeal to the European
Parliamentary Ombudsman; and the right to consular assistance outside the EU.
About the author
Martin Banks is a senior reporter for the Parliament Magazine
Tags
Brexit [6]
Categories
Society and welfare [7]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title
Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
EU Elections 2019
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2019
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods

EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles
Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory
Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief

Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888
© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/brexit-campaigners-warn-confusion-ove-uks-proposed-settled-status
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/eu-leaders-descend-brussels-key-brexit-summit
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/british-meps-clash-during-eu-parliament-brexit-debate
[3] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/meps-call-uk-provide-clarity-ahead-brexit-vote
[4] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/uncertainty-over-post-brexit-citizens%E2%80%99-rghts-must-end-say-verhofstadt-and-tajani
[5] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/brexit-eu-parliament-call-association-agreement-uk
[6] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/brexit
[7] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/society-and-welfare

