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Written by Martin Banks on 9 June 2017 in News
News
Four centre-left MEPs have called for a detailed review of the proposed merger between broadcasting
giants 21st Century Fox and Sky.
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In a letter, the members say they want a full examination of public interest concerns about media
plurality and broadcast standards.
The letter is signed by S&D group deputies Brando Benifei, Neena Gill, Catherine Stihler and Julie
Ward.
It has been sent to Karen Bradley, UK Secretary of State for culture, media and sport; Matthew
Hancock, Minister of State for digital and culture in the UK; Sharon White, Ofcom Chief Executive and
Margrethe Vestager, European competition Commissioner.

The UK government says it is seeking a review of the merger by Ofcom and the Competition and
Markets Authority.
The Media Reform Coalition in the UK has issued a report on what it calls the "expected negative
impact" on news plurality in the UK resulting from the proposed Fox/Sky plc merger.
The four MEPs say the report notes a merger would "result in the merged entity being the only news
and media provider present on all four media platforms at the wholesale level, with a significant
presence across them.
"In particular, the merged entity will effectively become: the largest newspaper provider; the third
largest TV news provider; the second largest provider of radio news content; the fourth largest online
news provider."
The MEPs' letter says, "The report raises serious questions about news plurality in the UK that warrant
a more detailed review of the proposed transaction.
"Additionally, the proposed transaction also poses similar questions regarding the broadcasting of
sport in Europe, taking into account Sky's position of dominance.
"Therefore, we would like to ask the UK government and Ofcom to consider the consequences of
allowing these two powerful companies to merge and the dangers of increasing horizontal
concentration in news media in UK and consequentially in Europe."
It goes on, "We would like to ask the UK government and Ofcom to take the necessary time to
conduct a detailed review of the media plurality and broadcasting standard concerns raised by the
Media Reform Coalition. Failure to do so would risk long-term damage to the diversity and quality of
the media in the UK. An independent and competitive news industry is vital to any democracy."
The letter adds, "The government should not allow one corporation to gain such significant control of
media in the UK, without an exhaustive review."
On Thursday, Neena Gill explained the reasons for raising the issue, telling this website, "Our
democracy depends on a diverse news industry holding it to account. The proposed merger between
Fox and Sky PLC jeopardises this diversity by giving too much control to one corporation and one
man: Rupert Murdoch."
She added, "In recent times we have seen all parts of the media become more partisan. This should
highlight the dangers of one man having dominance over our newspapers, television, radio and online
news."

About the author
Martin Banks is a senior reporter for the Parliament Magazine
Tags
Culture and Education [1]
Categories
Culture, media and sport [2]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title
Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
Climate Crisis
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2020
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles

Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory

Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888

© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/meps-demand-review-21st-century-fox-sky-merger
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/culture-and-education
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/culture-media-and-sport

