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Refugee crisis: Anti-people smuggling efforts a success,
says Europol
Written by Martin Banks on 10 April 2017 in News
News
A new report by Europol claims that European operations to combat people smuggling in the refugee
crisis are a success.
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An estimated 14,000 asylum seekers have arrived by boat in Europe in the first weeks of 2017, with
some 366 dying at sea while stranded by border closures.
But a report by Europol, the EU-wide police agency, claimed a year of efforts by the new European
Migrant Smuggling Centre (EMSC) was seeing progress.
The report comes with migrants continuing to be plucked from the Mediterranean, with 700 alone
rescued off the coast of Libya on Wednesday.
Europol’s report, which was discussed at a meeting in the European Parliament, alluded to the knock-

on effect of such efforts, noting that boat crossings from North Africa to Europe increased after the
EU-Turkey agreement.
Under this deal, Turkey agreed to take in refugees in exchange for aid from the EU.
The report says, “Facilitation by train and by air was increasingly reported; this displacement is
believed to be the consequence of the additional controls implemented on land and sea routes.”
It goes on to say that the supply of false documents was also rising.
Dimitris Avramopoulos, the European Commissioner for migration, said the EMSC initiative was
“successfully fighting, disrupting and apprehending criminal migrant smuggling networks”.
According to Europol director Rob Wainwright, more than 90 per cent of migrants entering the EU
have used smugglers.
He said, “These organised crime networks are taking mass profits from mass migration, and making
migrant smuggling the fastest growing criminal sector.
“To tackle this, we have brought together some of the best investigators in Europe in the EMSC.”
According to Europol’s report, almost 17,500 suspected migrant smugglers were identified in 2016,
and 1150 social media accounts linked to the trade had been flagged alongside 12,000 “operational
messages”, as well as 2500 forged or stolen documents.
More than 500 vessels of interest are also being monitored at sea, although no mention was made of
capture and destroy missions in 2015 taking place.
Humanitarian organisations working on rescue operations in the increasingly deadly Mediterranean
and providing aid at transit points across Europe say they have not seen any benefit from antismuggling operations.
More than 5,000 refugees died crossing the Mediterranean last year and the grim record is likely to be
surpassed this year.
About the author
Martin Banks is a senior reporter for the Parliament Magazine
Tags
Refugee crisis [1]
European Commission [2]
Foreign Affairs [3]
Categories
International Relations [4]
Society and welfare [5]

The

Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title
Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
EU Elections 2019
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2019
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles

Politics HomeThe
HouseThe
Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory
Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care

ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring
ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888
© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/refugee-crisis-anti-people-smuggling-eforts-success-says-europol
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/refugee-crisis
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/european-commission
[3] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/foreign-affairs
[4] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/international-relations
[5] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/society-and-welfare

