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Opinion
Despite many MEPs voicing their disappointment at the Commission's circular economy package, it
does contain some positive elements, say Sirpa Pietikäinen and Davor Škrlec.

The European Commission caused quite a commotion among MEPs in December 2014, when it
dropped circular economy proposals from its 2015 work programme.
At the time, team Juncker explained that the original proposals - penned by the previous Commission
led by José Manuel Barroso - did not match their 'better regulation' agenda and promised to come
forward with more ambitious plans in the following months.
Commission First Vice-President Frans Timmermans unveiled these plans last December, telling
Parliament he was, “extremely proud” of the proposals, but unfortunately, MEPs were somewhat
disappointed. However, some did manage to pick out a few positive aspects from the package.

RELATED CONTENT
●
●
●

Pieter Noorlander: Circular economy requires systematic change [1]
Going full circle: The European Commission's Fantastic Four talk circular economy [2]
Monique Goyens: Circular economy: EU Commission must encourage sustainable design
[3]

●
●

Magda Stoczkiewicz: Circular economy package lacks long-term vision
Simona Bonafè: Circular economy requires new industrial model [5]

[4]

Sirpa Pietikäinen, who authored Parliament's report on, 'Resource efficiency: moving towards a
circular economy', says, "What is definitely good in the proposal is the fact that more attention is now
paid to financing circular innovations."
However, "All in all the package is very waste-concentrated when the focus should be on the whole
product cycle from design onward. This is why a lot depends on how we can use the tools offered to
us by the eco-design directive, which is a centre piece of legislation in this respect."
Another issue that has angered MEPs from all parties is the lack of specific targets. Pietikäinen
explains that, "The European Parliament asked for a clear 30 per cent resource-efficiency target by
2030."
"The problem with the lack of a clear target, or setting targets too low is that we risk locking ourselves
in misguided and suboptimal investments and end up losing a lot of money."
The EPP deputy is unsure the proposals will be enough to help Europe properly take on the enormous
challenge of transitioning to a circular economy, given that, "every single year we consume 1.5
planets' worth of resources, and this trend is rather increasing than decreasing."
"When we inch closer to hitting the boundaries of our planet, this will inevitably affect the availability
and the price of many critical resources. Europe is more dependent on imported resources than any of
our competitors. This is why creating a circular economy here in Europe is of utmost importance."
Davor Škrlec, who is Parliament's Greens/EFA group shadow rapporteur on the upcoming waste
management dossier, is more optimistic about the Commission's future plans, enthusing that, "for the
first time, the EU defines common goals at EU level according to globally accepted UN sustainable
development goals. That approach sends a clear message to the world that Europe is ready to
transform its economy into a sustainable, low-carbon and resource-efficient economy."
The Croatian national underlines that, "Waste prevention, both in production and consumption, is
important, and reuse of materials or products are some of the major pillars. Recycling is important but
it is not purposed for itself. Therefore using Horizon 2020 wisely will benefit the development of new
and non-toxic materials, and will make recycling more energy and resource-efficient."
For the MEP, it's important that we give ourselves the means to succeed in the transition to a circular
economy, and clearly new, innovative, business models have a large role to play in this respect.
Škrlec says, "We must provide adequate training to enable entrepreneurs and SMEs to develop new
business models and make their business 'greener'. A major driver of the transition to a circular
economy is the public sector. Therefore, the key to member states' success in this will be to integrate

the leading circular economy principles in existing green public procurement."
An essential step to a more sustainable economy is changing how we produce and consume goods.
Škrlec tells this magazine, "I recently heard someone talking about the need to educate, 'the
customers of the future'. This is a very well-defined message. We must invest in changing our citizens'
behaviour and that of society."
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