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Opinion
The economic priorities set by the new commission are doing nothing to solve Europe's
unemployment problems, argues Neoklis Sylikiotis.

Since April, parliament's employment and social affairs committee has been discussing an owninitiative report on employment guidelines for 2015. It is the committee's common belief that the
European commission's text is of poor quality.
For those political groupings to the left, aligning employment guidelines with European economic
policy, structural reforms and fiscal responsibility is a contradiction in itself, since the EU's neoliberal
austerity measures only promote unemployment and instability.
There is no need to remind ourselves that unemployment - especially among young people - has
skyrocketed in member states that have undertaken structural reforms, with or without a troika.
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At the same time, according to Eurostat's latest indicators, the area in which Europeans are least
satisfied is their financial situation, with an average score of six out of ten. This specific indicator also
revealed the biggest gap between member states, with a 3.9 point difference between the highest
and lowest average.
In this context it is clear for the left in general - and for my group, the European united left/Nordic
green left in particular - that the economic priorities set by the commission are doing nothing to solve
problems related to economic and social development, unemployment and quality employment.
The constant deregulation of the market has had a direct impact on quality and long-term
employment, making room for so-called mini jobs and zero hour contracts and abandoning social
dialogue.
The targets set out by the EU 2020 jobs and growth strategy cannot be reached by continuing to
apply the same policies that led to the deepening of the economic crisis and destroyed both the
welfare state and any vision of social cohesion.
This is why we are very concerned about the commission's integrated economic and employment
guidelines. In this respect, parliament's rapporteur on the guidelines Laura Agea and the different
political groups have carried out very constructive work.
Although we could not agree with many of the suggestions from the other groups, we think that our
considerations for the need to safeguard collective bargaining and collective agreements, as well as
the quality and decency of employment - as defined by the international labour organisation - were
acknowledged in the discussions.
Our group has clearly and repeatedly said that economic and, most importantly, social development
can only be achieved if the neoliberal austerity policies that are impoverishing people and destroying
the welfare state are dropped and if public investments - along with reindustrialisation planning for
areas hit hardest by the crisis - are taken on board.
This way, there would be a solid basis to solve the problems that the commission's guidelines set out
to deal with, like equal opportunities in employment and tackling poverty - even among workers.
Of course other aspects, such as educational systems and taxation, still play a significant role, but
that is not what this article is about.
The commission's integrated guidelines do not provide a real, sustainable solution to the EU's
employment and economic problems. Their economic components are based on commission
president Jean-Claude Juncker's investment plan as well as the employment guidelines' economic
governance.

We have already seen these policies fail - and this is why we will continue to oppose them.

About the author
Neoklis Sylikiotis (CY) is a vice-chair of parliament's GUE/NGL group
Tags
Economic Affairs [4]
Employment and Social Affairs [5]
Categories
Business and industry [6]
Economics and finance [7]
Employment [8]

The
Parliament Magazine is a Dods Group plc title
Site Sections
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Home
Content
Policy
Magazines
PM+
Thought Leader
Climate Crisis
Editorial Calendar
Policy Events
Event Coverage
MEP Awards 2019
Contact Us
Services
Dods PeopleDods
MonitoringDods
ResearchDods
EventsDods
Training
Media &
publishing titles
Politics HomeThe
HouseThe

Parliament
MagazineHolyrood
Total PoliticsPublic
Affairs NewsCivil
Service
World
PublicTechnology
Training
JournalDods
Parliamentary
CompanionVacher's
Quarterly The
European Union and
Public Affairs
Directory
Dods events
Westminster
BriefingDigital
Health & Care
ScotlandMEP
AwardsThe Skills
SummitScottish
Public Service
AwardsPublic Sector
Procurement
SummitPublic
Sector ICT
SummitCyber
Security
SummitCyber
Security
2017Training
Journal Awards
Partnership
events
The Health and
Care Innovation
ExpoCivil Service
LiveCivil Service
AwardsChief
Nursing Officer for
England's
SummitWomen into
LeadershipThe
Youth Justice
ConventionSocitm
Spring

ConferenceNHSCC
Annual Members'
EventDods at Party
Conference

Privacy PolicyTerms & ConditionsAdvertisingSponsorship Subscriptions

Registered office: 11th Floor
The Shard
32 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9SG
Company number: 04267888
© Dods Group plc 2017

Source URL: https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/latest-european-employment-guidelines-bsed-failed-policies
Links
[1] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/fight-against-poverty-about-fundamental-righs-not-ideology
[2] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/eu-employment-guidelines-can-help-member-tates-confront-legacy-economic-crisis
[3] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/opinion/eu-must-learn-its-past-mistakes-employment-policy
[4] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/economic-affairs
[5] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/tags/employment-and-social-affairs
[6] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/business-and-industry
[7] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/economics-and-finance
[8] https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/categories/employment

