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Opinion
New legislation will help end the minerals trade being used to fund armed conflicts, while also helping
local communities, explains Iuliu Winkler.

Profits made from the trade of minerals are being used to fund armed conflicts and this must be
stopped. In an effort to put an end to this while promoting responsible sourcing from conflict-affected
areas, parliament has drafted a report on setting up an EU system for supply chain due diligence selfcertification of responsible importers of tin, tantalum and tungsten (3TG) originating from conflictaffected and high-risk areas.
The compromise achieved in parliament's international trade committee is very important, providing
an efficient and workable regulation capable of focusing on two priorities: empowering local
communities in conflict-affected areas, and increasing the responsible behaviour of all stakeholders
involved in trade.

As rapporteur on this file, I believe the agreement reached by the EPP, ECR and ALDE groups on the
conflict minerals regulation fulfils the EU's core objective of breaking the link between conflict
financing and minerals extraction. In this way, the deal provides an efficient and workable European
mechanism for conflict minerals, in full respect of the EU's principles and values.
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As I continue work on this file, I have two priorities. First, to help and assist local communities affected
by illegal mining and trade activities conducted or supervised by armed groups with the aim of
illegally appropriating profits from economic activity.
Second, to increase the responsibility of all stakeholders - beginning with European industry - and
promoting a common effort towards transparency and control of the use of 3TG from conflict areas.
The goal of breaking the link between minerals extraction, trade and the financing of armed conflicts
can only be achieved through an efficient regulation, based on voluntary self-certification by the
companies involved. The only way to create sustainable effects and educate stakeholders is through a
responsibility-based voluntary approach.
Such a strategy, while based around the organisation for economic cooperation and development
(OECD), is designed to take on board several industry-initiated self-certification schemes which have
already been implemented. They have already had positive effects, are compliant with OECD
guidelines and will be audited and certified by the commission using clear criteria.
All EU smelters and refiners of 3TG will be required to participate in the European due diligence selfcertification system. I fully support the strategy adopted by the commission and EU foreign affairs
chief Federica Mogherini, which was to craft an integrated EU approach and propose it to parliament.
It is built upon three main pillars. First, the plan suggests implementing trade regulations to set up a
supply chain due diligence self-certification system for responsible EU importers of 3TG. This will be
accompanied by measures to help EU companies adjust to the self-certification system, with a special
focus on SMEs.
Further measures will be deployed through political, diplomatic and development cooperation on the
ground in conflict-affected areas, specially designed to support capacity building, better governance
and educate all stakeholders involved.
The antagonism between the mandatory and the voluntary approach in the regulation is a false
dilemma; the real challenge is that of developing an efficient, workable regulation. While built on a
responsibility-based approach, the new rules will consider previous experience and incorporate
already functioning self-certification mechanisms by providing a recognition path for pre-established
OECD-based schemes.
They will also respect the principles of prudent and proportionate legislating, avoiding unilateral
imposition of obligations on EU companies, especially SMEs. Furthermore, they will include a strong

and clear review clause, capable of accommodating any developments in the OECD due diligence
framework regarding additional minerals beyond 3TG.
The new regulation also avoids risks linked to trade diversion, disengagement from conflict areas, an
unwanted - but de facto - embargo effect, and any surge in smuggling or illegal trade with a negative
effect on prices.
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